
Human Rights Forum 

 
The Political Section of U.S. Embassy in Conakry, Guinea hosted a Human Rights Forum on November 4-
5, 2014. The Forum, attended by over 100, also provided civil society with an opportunity to address the 
challenges faced by the country such as reform of the justice system, gender based violence, the rights 
of handicapped, dignified treatment of prisoners and trafficking in persons. The Forum concluded with 
the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between the Guinean Government, UNICEF, and the 
U.S. Embassy to end female genital mutilation and cutting. 
The underlying theme of this year’s Human Rights Forum was “Action and Responsibility,” designed to 
encourage Guinean civil society to commit to implementing concrete changes rather than engage in a 
low-value “talk-shop.”  
The forum used a mix of panel presentation and workgroups forum to produce recommendations, and 
organizers encouraged participants to draw on their experience to generate action. Participation at the 
forum was robust, and there were no lulls in questions from the audience, or comments during the 
breakout sessions. Several participants attributed this to the format, which emphasized collaboration 
and goal-setting. Many participants remarked that they found the format much more useful than the 
usual presentation style to which they are accustomed. Among the issues addressed by the working 
groups were the Rights people with disabilities, Gender Based Violence, Female Genital Mutilation, 
Transparency, Reform of the Justice System Traffic in Persons, Child Labor, and Civic Education. The 
themes of the working groups were chosen by representatives from civil society. The working group for 
disability rights, by example, came up with an action plan aiming to make the Guinean society more 
inclusive for people with disabilities, and to improve the status of this vulnerable segment of the 
Guinean society, which suffers ongoing marginalization.   



 
 


